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Mobile phones should be allowed to be brought to school - NEG captain opening

Good Afternoon,

There used to be a time in life when only one person answered the phone when it rang.  Back then. We could easily distinguish the ring of our phone at home and the ring of our neighbour's telephone.  Nowadays, whenever someone's mobile rings on the street, we see the strange phenomenon of twenty people frantically searching their bags to see if it was their mobile phone that rang.

(Our opponents are quite correct.) Mobile phones are everywhere.  We are plagued with mobile phone and network ads wherever we go.  We often end up in the MTR stuck listening to the phone conversations of the person next to us, whether we want to or not.  These calls are usually serious business calls, sickeningly sweet cooing to boyfriends and girlfriends, or gossip fests with sudden outbursts of annoying laughter. 

People are obsessed with buying the newest models of mobile phones, which come out at an unbelievably fast rate.  Even if they don't buy new ones, they are constantly changing the outer shells of their phones to the latest shades of neon orange or purple. 

Mobile phones have simply become one big commercialised money-eater.  This trend, I'm afraid to say, is NOT a healthy one, certainly not one to be promoted at schools. If educational institutions such as schools allow the bringing of mobile phones to school, all they are doing is passively supporting this expensive, unhealthy and simply UNNECESSARY trend.

There is absolutely no necessity for students to bring mobile phones to school, especially before, during and right after school.  Do they really need them?  Are our opponents prepared to deal with all the extra problems of bringing mobile phones to school in exchange for perhaps just a little more convenience?  

We, as students, won't be expecting urgent phone calls from clients or brokers telling us when to sell our shares. While we may make the occasional phone call to report to our parents, I'm sure most of our time on mobile phones will be spent on chatting with friends whenever we feel the urge, playing a game of Snake, checking our e-mail, sending each other text messages, composing new ring-tones, and even singing karaoke.

You see, mobile phones are not just phones any more; they have become a most compact and convenient toy at the reach of our fingertips, certainly not one needed by students.  If there ever is a genuine need to make an urgent phone call, we can simply use the phones at school or a public pay-phone.

The bottomline is this.  There is absolutely no need for students to bring mobile phones to school. All it would do is create more complicated and serious problems, problems which are definitely not justified by the little convenience it brings.  

Thank you

Patricia Lam/Pauline Yeung

Mobile phones should be allowed to be brought to school (NEG)- 1st speaker

Today I’d like all of us here to realize that we do not live in an ideal world. It is nearly impossible to find a school where there is no theft, no cheating, and no violation of the rules, especially when students are allowed to bring mobile phones back to school.

It is again, impossible to find a school of which all its students are from the same background. It is only normal that there are more privileged and less privileged students. Owning a cellular phone is simply a fact of life in this hectic world. In order to keep up with everyone else, less privileged students are tempted to seek a way to fulfill their desires without informing their parents. A likely way would be to obtain an expensive cellular phone through illegal means, either by stealing or purchasing that item from a discredited shop. 

It is another fact of life that bringing any piece of expensive technology encourages theft. A survey by the Toronto District Catholic School Board of Toronto Canada proves that there is a direct relationship between the increase of costly items being brought to schools and theft in such schools. That is why the Toronto District Catholic School Board banned all mobile phones of all types from school grounds in the district. 

Besides theft, cheating is probably one of the most troublesome problems of student behavior that teachers and headmasters face. Yes, to talk from the perspective of an experienced cheater, I MUST admit the fact that phones can be very useful in schools during lesson time. During a test I could type a text message to my friend in another classroom with my cellular phone without anyone knowing and she could even tell me the answers to my test. That’s cool. But that’s cheating.

There are school rules to prevent students from stealing and cheating, but it still happens. Why? The fact is, it is impossible to find a school where all students follow all the rules. Look around us. Rules exist everywhere. Debate rules, school rules, bus rules. Yet they are violated. 

Talking about mobile phones and the violation of rules at the same time, the cinema immediately comes into my mind. I don’t know about you, but I find the ringing of cell-phones every now and then extremely irritating and disruptive. It is made known that all mobile phones should be switched off in cinemas, but how many people actually stick to this regulation? 

The same thing happens in schools. Even if students are told to switch off their mobile phones during lesson time, there are always those absent-minded people who tend, or choose, to forget. No matter how well you can concentrate I’m sure you’ll agree with me that constant interruptions by a birthday song, an ambulance ring or even the plain old ringing tone of the mobile phone is simply not the way one should learn. The best way to decrease these disturbances would be to ban mobile phones in school premises. 

But, then and again, as our opponents may point out, this will not physically prevent the negative impact I mentioned before, but it will certainly diminish the chances of theft, cheating and violation of the rules in school. That fact itself is sufficient to let today’s motion be overruled. It is impossible to ask for perfect schools and students, but it is certainly possible to ask for secure schools and disciplined students.










Elaine Mok 4Sc

Mobile phones should be allowed to be brought to school – NEG 2nd speaker 

We live in a media obsessive society.  In MTR stations, in newspapers, on TV, we have been subliminally told that mobile phones are indispensable.  Thus it is not surprising that mobile phones are all the rage nowadays, especially among our generation, whether we need one or not.  Sure, they do come in useful once in a while to actually call someone, but the little cell phone is no longer a mere communication tool--it has become a fashionable accessory, and the constant updating of which is a symbol of wealth and status.

Common as they are, mobile phones do not come cheap. The down payment, which exceeds a thousand dollars, plus all the additional functions, like call diversion, add up to quite a pretty sum on the monthly bill.  Mobile phones are not affordable by students from weaker economic backgrounds.

Schools are certainly not hierarchies where wealth makes a difference.  They are places where students are nurtured both intellectually and socially in an "equal opportunities" environment.  It is the schools' responsibility to teach students that they should not indulge in superficial materialism.

By giving the green light for mobile phones, schools are indirectly encouraging economic competitiveness between students.  After all, who can resist accidentally showing off her newest phone model straight from Japan, or the trendy phone cover used by Leon's glamorous girlfriend in his latest commercial?  Fashions move in and out in whirlwind style, and the situation will be like a dog chasing its tail--the not-so-rich will never catch up with the rich. Less well-off students might feel deprived, and jealousy of others' possessions in the classroom naturally leads to resentment in families.  Is this really the mentality schools want to foster?  Is this what we want for the sake of convenience?

Moreover, there are numerous health risks to using mobile phones.  According to a report by Dr. Lennart Hardell, brain tumours are 2.5 times more likely in heavy mobile phone users.  Although research concerning phone radiation is not yet conclusive, is it really safe to give mobile phones the benefit of the doubt?  Until there is a definite conclusion, we should try to minimise our exposure to mobile phones for the sake of our own health.  

Schools are where students spend their most formative years, where they learn and grow both physically and mentally. Schools have the responsibility to crack down on materialism and possible health risks by banning mobile phones.  Thank you.
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Mobile phones should be allowed to be brought to school - NEG captain closing

When you finish eating a piece of cake, it seems so easy and convenient just to leave the plate of crumbs on the table.  However, you will surely regret your hasty decision which you thought was so convenient earlier on when you return to your plate a few hours later and find it surrounded by ants and cockroaches.

Our opponents are carelessly leaving the plate behind on the table.  It’s so convenient, you see.  If we let the rule slide, and allow mobile phones to be brought to school, everyone will be happier because it is just so convenient…the world will become a brighter place.  Great! Wonderful! Our dear opponents are being too naïve.  They don't see all the ants and cockroaches that will come out at night and create an even bigger mess.


(rebuttals)

Our opponents are willing to risk serious disturbance in classes where we as students are supposed to be learning for a brighter future.  They are willing to tempt more thefts to occur and let schools be held responsible for any stolen mobile phones.  They are encouraging a highly unhealthy not to mention money-sucking trend.  

They are increasing the gap between the wealth standing of students in the classroom, giving the rich a chance to wave their proud possessions around in the faces of their bitter classmates who feel inferior because they cannot afford a mobile phone.  They are willing to put impending health risks on the entire student population.  In addition, they are giving a false security to both students and parents.  

They are promoting an over-reliance on a mere technological gadget, which will turn students into a generation with the slogan of:  'Oh no! I forgot to bring my phone! What am I going to do?' what is all this for but a little more convenience? Is it all necessary? There are phones at school, and on the street, you can either borrow a phone from a shop or simply use one of the many payphones. 

Our opponents obviously have not looked ahead and considered all the negative consequences before supporting such a motion.  They have made a hasty decision which they are bound to regret. I suggest they think about whether they really want to be faced with that cockroach and how they are going to get rid of that herd of ants before they go and leave the plate on the table.


Thank you

