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space travel?

http://library.thinkquest.org/C003763/index.php?page=whyexplrO1

pace travel is an inherently risky and
Sexpensive affair - by launching a person into

space, you are effectively strapping them on
top of a large amount of controlled explosives and

sending them into the most hostile environment
man has ever encountered. And for what purpose?

The Space Shuttle currently costs between $600
million and $1 billion per launch. The International
Space Station, whose real cost is not exactly known
due to numerous delays and setbacks, will probably
come out at greater than $60 billion.

An artist's impression of the completed International S%
Courtesy NASA.

So, you ask, why do we spend so much money on
space when there are so many other worthy causes
we could support otherwise, such as providing
improved healthcare or feeding the poor? What
have we gotten back from those billions spent on
space?

Both of the two writers of the Astrobiology articles
are both, unsurprisingly, fervent supporters of
space exploration. In fact, they have both won
several essay writing competitions on this basis,
some of which are listed here. We hope that the
following essays, talk transcripts and articles will
give you an understanding as to why we believe
that space exploration is essential to our future.
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Email exchange

| tend to receive the occasional email asking me
why | am so interested and fervent and manned
space exploration. | remember that the first time |
was asked this question, | was not able to give a
satisfactory answer, but | feel that this reply | sent
recently best justifies space exploration. How did
Adrian reply in his email?..

Letter to Tony Blair

Adrian Hon, one of the Astrobiology writers, lives in
the United Kingdom, not a country normally known
for its space ventures. Recently, | wrote to the
British Prime Minister Tony Blair outlining why |
thought Britain should become more involved in
space.

Hakluyt Prize 1998

Both Astrobiology writers are not only members of
the Mars Society, a non-profit organization aimed at
furthering manned missions to Mars, but also prize
winners of the Mars Society 1998 and 1999 Hakluyt
Prize. Adrian Hon won the 1998 Hakluyt prize with
this letter to world leaders explaining why we
should go to Mars. Prize-winning, you say?...

Hakluyt Prize 1998

Following on from the 1998 win by Adrian,
Katherine Harris entered the same competition and
wrote another letter to world leaders that again
took first prize. Read it on the Astrobiology site (as
you can do with all the other essays, articles and
letters listed here).

Based partly on a presentation Adrian once gave
about Mars, this Mars Primer introduces the main
ideas and concepts behind the history of manned
Mars missions and exactly what a manned mission
to Mars would be like if we launched one in the next
decade.

Selling Space

and paying for Mars

Continuing the Mars theme, Adrian wrote this
paper in conjunction with John McKnight, and the
paper was presented at the 1999 Mars Society
Convention. Selling Space and Paying for Mars
explains how advances in reusable launch vehicles
and the commercial space industry are analagous to
the early computer industry and how what
implications this has for the utilization and
exploration of space, and ultimately Mars.



