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- The Space Island Group’s 14-ring space hotel - strangely reminiscent of the orbiting
hotel in 2001: A Space Odyssey and an excellent example of how artificial gravity

works

Throughout the pages of Astrobiology: The
Living Universe, you'll find that we try to
illustrate difficult or futuristic concepts with
examples taken from science fiction films and
novels - and why not, since science fiction often
utilises 'real science' and merely extrapolates
that into the future for imaginary scenarios.
Nothing within Astrobiology is fictional -
everything is grounded in real facts and while
science fiction might not describe what has
happened, it does describe what might happen.

Within this section, we'll try to expand on some
of the ideas often depicted in science fiction by
relating to the facts behind them. We'll also
highlight a number of novels and films that we
feel have special relevance to astrobiology and
that will help you understand astrobiology just
that little bit better.
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Life

Using novels by David Brin and Stephen Baxter,
and an interview with evolutionary biologist Dr.
Jack Cohen, we explore what we can learn about
possible extra-terrestrial life from science fiction.

Kim Stanley Robinson

Best known for his Red Mars trilogy of books about
the red planet, Robinson has written what many
scientists consider to be the most thorough and
scientific work of fiction about Mars - and in general
- ever. We can learn a lot from his Mars trilogy.

Arthur C Clarke

Possibly the most influential and famous science
fiction author ever, Arthur C Clarke has invented
and explained many important astrobiological
scientific concepts. We cover three of his novels in
this section.

Films and Television

The accurate depiction of astrobiology does not end
with novels, and although they have a worse track
record, film and television have proved that they too
can enlighten us about difficult scientific concepts.

Information about books

In this section you will be able to read more detailed
information about all the books mentioned,
including where you can buy them and their ISBN
numbers.



