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"We are macde from the ashes of stellar death. Some scientists have
whimsically imagined the meanderings of a single carbon atom,
released in the explostve death throes of a star, drifting for eons across
intergalactic space, landing in a gas disk that eventually formed
Larth, becoming chemically altered, and finally being inserted into a
chain of life as part of a nerve cell that guides a human hand to write
about 1t.”

The human understanding of the universe is
extremely limited. Human beings are an
inquiring and curious species who continuously
strive to comprehend the intriguing world they
live in. One question that has intrigued
individuals for centuries is where did life come
from? While one cannot answer this question
definitively, a plausible scientific scenario has
been formulated that explains the origin of life.

- National Geographic

Astrobiology: The Living Universe will take you
on an amazing journey through the history of
life as we know it. Starting with the formation
of the universe by the Big Bang and
progressing through to the evolution of
intelligence, you will witness the remarkable
and colorful development of life through the
ages. Prepare to enter the living universe...
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Characteristics of life

What exactly is life? This section discusses the
characteristics that distinguish living things from
non-living things and includes information about the
controversy surrounding the question of viruses:
dead or alive?

The Big Bang

Billions of years ago the universe literally exploded
into existence when the Big Bang took place. Then
what happened?

Chemical Evolution

The evolution of the chemical elements, molecules
and compounds that are necessary for life can be
traced through celestial bodies like planets, stars
and galaxies. Learn why humans are truly children
of the stars!

Chemosynthesis

How did the transition from non-living, chemical
elements to living cells occur? The chemosynthetic
theory explains a possible scenario!

Biological Evolution

With millions of different organisms and
classifications of living things, it is an
understatement to say that life on Earth is diverse.
Here you can read about how different species
evolved and learn about our common ancestors!

Extremophiles

How would you like living in a boiling hot pool of
water? Or perhaps a frigid home in the Arctic is
more to your liking? Although these environments
sound hostile to us, they are home to thriving
communities of organisms! Find out about life in
extreme environments!

Panspermia

A comet carrying life from the far reaches of the
universe crashes into Earth. Life is thus deposited
on the planet and proceeds to spread and evolve
into the different shapes and forms we recognize on
Earth today. Unlikely perhaps, but it could happen.
Find out how Earth may have been seeded by the
cosmos!

Intelligence

Intelligence only evolved once out of the millions of
species on Earth. Knowing this, are we likely to find
intelligence life elsewhere in the universe? Check
out the odds and more here! >>

Drake’s Equation

The Drake Equation is a way of calculating the
number of civilizations in our galaxy that might be
capable of sending us radio messages, or of hearing
the messages we are sending with programs like
SETI. Is anyone listening?

At Astrobiology, we aim to give you the most up-to-
date and accurate information possible - and what
better way to do that than to interview the key
people involved? Astrobiology talked to the an
evolutionary biologist, a microbiologist who
researches life in extreme environments, an
advocate of the theory of panspermia and a
cosmologist.



