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Aliens contact NASA!

“QUIT SENDING US YOUR STUPID JUNK"

WASHINGTON, DC (DPI) - History was changed
forever yesterday when NASA received a
transmission from an alien species. The brief
message, addressed to "abuse@NASA.gov," read
simply:

Humans --

Please discontinue sending stupid unsolicited
transmissions and debris to us. We have received
several metallic craft bearing objects, crude
drawings, and disks which play noises when
scratched with crystal-tipped needles. We don't
know who "Bach" is, but tell him for us that he
should consider another profession. Honestly, we
receive thousands of unsolicited transmissions
and craft from societies such as yourself to the
point where they become a great nuisance, so
discontinue this practice immediately or we will
be forced to report you to your information
provider or, more simply, blow up your stupid
planet and all your stupid life-forms. Send your
junk to the Gezor -- they have all the class and
intelligence of stewed clazin.

Regards,
Elinzoa Glppaducc

Information Processing Coordinator
The Shati-Makal

NASA immediately cancelled plans to send up a
time capsule containing a CD of the Ricky Martin
hit, "Livin' La Vida Loca", and a VHS copy of
"Friends."

Used with permission from the Daily Probe. Author: Mark
Niebuhr. © 2000 Chris White.

We've been trying to find extra-terrestrial life for
decades, through a number of different methods;
we've sent probes such as Voyager, Magellan and
Pathfinder to examine the other planets in our solar
system for life, and with the SETI project we've been
scouring the sky for coherent, intelligent signals
from other stars.

It's possible to split up the methods of finding extra-
terrestrial life into two categories; humans trying to
discover extra-terrestrial life, and humans trying to
be discovered by extra-terrestrial life.

In most cases, the interplanetary probes we send
out are not looking primarily for life, but they're also
there to gather scientific information about, for
example, the composition of a planet's atmosphere
or geological patterns. However, in almost every
case there have been experiments on board to try
and find extra-terrestrial life. We will discuss these
interplanetary probes in more detail, but so far, we
haven't discovered any evidence at all for life outside
Earth within our Solar System - though that may
very well change in the future.

The Voyager probes, both launched in 1977, had a
mission to fly by several planets in the solar system
such as Saturn, Jupiter and Neptune. On board,
they also carried a plaque which showed the location
of Earth in respect to the Solar System, and the
Solar System in respect to the rest of the galaxy.
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The gold plaque on theside.of the Voyager spacecraft . The plaque shows the location of Earth, alo
with other scientific informgtibn. Courtesy NASALIPL

The Voyager probes also held audio recordings of So, in effect, we're waiting for these probes to be
music (including Bach, as mentioned in the discovered. And it's not particularly likely they'll be
‘article’). discovered at all, when you consider the size of a

spacecraft a few metres across compared to the
trillions and quadrillions of meters that span the gulf
between stars.

Pioneer 10 wikach

. Most people don't particularly want to wait for
Aldebaran In abOUt 2 thousands of years, so humans have been sending
il out probes to other planets in our solar system to
m|”|0n yea’rs actively find life. Some believe that there may also

be life around other stars close to our own, and so
are listening for transmissions. We're even sending
out our own transmissions in the hope that people

will reply.
This was a mostly symbolic gesture; unless aliens

discover the Voyager probes in the spaces between
stars, the Voyager probes will never have a chance
of being discovered until they reach another star;
this will not happen for over 40,000 years, by which
time they will have traveled almost two light years.
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The Pioneer 10 spacecraft is the furthest man-made object from the Earth at 7 billion miles. Currently

heading in the general direction of Aldebaran, a star 56 light years away, it will reach it in about 2
million years. It was the first spacecraft to leave the Solar System, and the first spacecraft to bear a
plague identifying its origin. Original photo courtesy NASA/JPL.

So we can make another two categories; finding life
in our solar system, and finding life outside our
solar system. There are advantages of each
method.

The only way you can look for life outside our solar
system is by sending out, and listening to, radio or
laser transmissions (aka SETI). This assumes that

the life you're trying to contact is both:

a) listening
b) interested in communication

c) intelligent enough to communicate

Now, you might think that pretty much all extra-
terrestrial intelligent life would fulfill each one of
those clauses. But when you think about it, humans
themselves have only been around for rough
150,000 years. It's only been the last 100 years that
we've fulfilled those clauses. If you compare the
entire existence of the human race (Homo Sapiens,
to be specific) to one year, then it's only been the
last six hours of December 31st that we've actually
been listening.
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So just because there might be life around other
stars does not mean that we can find it. Some
might claim that this alone shows that the entire
SETI project is doomed to failure (SETI being the
Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence); the
chances of finding life around another star is
infinitesimally small, if you factor in all the
probabilities (such as Drake's Equation and the
above clauses).

There are roughly a
billion stars in our
galaxy

However, that's only for one star. There are roughly
10 billion stars in our galaxy, and there are
thousands within one hundred light years of Earth.
We can listen and send transmissions to each star
relatively easily and for much less cost than it takes
to send out one interplanetary probe.

By surveying thousands or hundreds of thousands
of stars, we vastly increase the chances of finding
intelligent extra-terrestrial life. The probability of
finding them might still be small, but many believe
that it's worth trying.

A final advantage of the SETI Project is that it
occurs at the speed of light; if we had to send
probes even to the closest star to us, Alpha
Centauri, the fastest we could conceivably get
there would take several years, and even that would
require a huge engineering effort to produce a
spacecraft that could travel at a large fraction of
the speed of light.

At the moment, the SETI Project is the only method
of discovering any life that lies outside our own
Solar System, and will continue to be for many
years, short of developing faster than light travel.



