KNOX COUNTY TEEN COURT

AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE

Teen Court is a diversion program specifically designed for misdemeanor youthful offenders who
have no prior court record. Participation by all parties is completely voluntary. All participants are
required to tell the truth and each takes an Oath of Confidentiality. In Teen Court, specially trained
teenagers fulfill the roles of prosecuting and defense attorneys, clerks, bailiffs, and jurors.

The purpose of Teen Court is to direct cases away from the circuit court and provide a forum for
defendants (who admit guiit) to explain their involvement in the offense. The defendants in Teen Court are
sentenced by their peers. A jury of trained student volunteers and previously sentenced defendants listen
to attorneys present arguments both for and against the defendant’s involvement in the case. It is then the
duty of the jury to talk over the important points raised and unanimously agree to an &
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