
The History of Money

1518

1520

1530

1540

1550

1560

1570

1580

Silver dollar is created in 
Austria

Wampum used as money 



1590

1600

1610

1620

1630

1640

1650

1660

Tobacco leaves used as money

Wampum was first used 
by Native Americans

First U.S. colony made coins



1670

1680

1690

1700

1710

1720

1730

1740

First U.S. colony made 
paper money

French soldiers get paid with 
playing cards

Sweden prints money on paper



1740

1750

1760

1770

1780

1790

1800

1810

U.S. gives Congress the power to 
mint money

U.S. government passes law 
for a new money system

U.S. government prints 
paper money

U.S. mints make cent 
and ½ cent coins



1820

1830

1840

1850

1860

1870

1880

1890

Confederacy makes paper 
money

No foreign coins allowed in U.S. 
legal money

U.S. Civil War greenbacks 
were made

Postage stamps are used as 
money



1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

Susan B. Anthony dollar coin 
starts to be used

Buffalo Head Nickel was 
being used  

Ethiopia stops using salt as money

U.S. silver certificates stopped



1980

starts to be used




