Young Blood: Children of War

                                      Child Soldiers Lesson Plan


Grade Level: middle school students (7th to 8th graders)

Duration: approximately forty minutes
Description: students discuss and explore the international use of child soldiers by working in groups to prepare an informal oral presentation and writing a reflection
Goals: students will be exposed to the use of child soldiers and be able to recognize causes, impacts, and solutions
Materials: a projector to project the Young Blood: Children of War website onto a wall

         access to sections on the Young Blood website, whether by computer or printout
Procedure: 
Preliminary Survey
To begin the lesson, ask students the following questions and allow them to discuss possible answers. The questions should be answered later in the presentation, and the answers are italicized.
· What is generally the accepted age of a child? 
any person under 18, as established by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
· How many child soldiers are estimated to be in the world? 
300,000
· What are some of the use of child soldiers?

frontline combatants, guards, cooks, port keepers, sex slaves, spies, thieves, recruiters, executioners, supply distributors, runners, messengers, minesweepers, suicide bombers…
· What are girl child soldiers used for, and are there more/less of them as compared to boys? 
girls are often used as sex slaves, along with boys, but can also fight in frontline combat; there is a 4:5 ration of girls to boys
· What kinds of groups use child soldiers in their operations? 
governments and non-governmental militant groups, including factions, separatist groups, and terrorist organizations
· What are some of the causes of child soldiers?

the proliferation of small arms (small arms are inexpensive, lightweight, and easy to wield), poverty, absence of education or the use of indoctrination in education, civil strife, need for revenge

· How do children become child soldiers?

about 2/3 of child soldiers volunteer, usually as a response to the murdering and dehumanization of family members by other militias; many child soldiers are abducted or tricked into service
Media Presentation
Using the projector, show the flash presentation “Children of War” found on our website. If time allows, visit the Media section of the website and show the Interactive Filmstrip or videos found on the External Media section. During these presentations, be sure to elaborate upon the images, answering the questions from the preliminary survey.

Group Activity

Divide students into four groups entitled Conflict, Causes, Impacts, and Solutions. Make sure each group has access to a computer, or distribute printouts to each group. The Conflict group should have access to some of the country dossiers (the most extensive conflicts are within Myanmar, Uganda, Columbia, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, and Somalia), and the other groups to the content on the correlating site categories. Students should explore and discuss the content and prepare an informal, 2-3 minute presentation before the class. 
Written Reflection

After each group has presented their information, have students return to their seats to prepare a written reflection on the day’s activities. Some ideas for questions of reflection are:
· Is there anything about the use of child soldiers that surprises you?
· How has this presentation changed your perception of the world, if at all?

· What could you personally do to increase awareness or the use of child soldiers?

