FACTS ABOUT MAD COW DISEASE!
WHAT IS MAD COW DISEASE?

· deadly disease that attacks cattle’s nervous system

· its real name is Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) 

· no one knows what causes it

· cells of sick cattle have proteins named prions

HOW IS IT SPREAD?

· it began spreading though cattle feed 

CAN IT HURT  HUMANS?

· yes, several humans got infected in Europe

· they get disease known as new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (nvCJD)

HOW CAN WE BE SAFE?

· your government can set up programs to make beef safe

· test all slaughtered cows for disease

· ban cattle feed that has animal remains

· make it a law that all BSE cases have to be reported to the government

· have a cattle identification program in which every new born calf is tagged 

· make sure that our government does not import beef or cattle for countries that do not do everything to make us safe
